[Differential behavior of skin temperature in vascular patients vs. pain patients in lumbar radicular stimulation and nerve block].
Plantar skin temperature monitoring during the procedure of percutaneous radiofrequency-thermolesion of the sympathetic chain (PRFS) in patients with vascular diseases and patients with lumbar radicular pain and signs of sympathetic irritation showed a distinct difference. A significant decrease of skin temperature was observed during stimulation of the sympathetic chain by means of canula placement and contrast medium instillation only in the group of "vascular" patients, while "radicular pain" patients showed a significant increase of skin temperature after PRFS. This observation leads to the conclusion that the effect of sympathectomy more or less is to prevent physiological hyperactivity of the sympathetic system.